
RAILWAY SAFETY

WHO RESPONDS TO A DERAILMENT
WITH HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS?

The Federal Railroad Administration holds the primary
authority for regulating the safety of railroads throughout
the nation. The state of Montana operates primarily under
federal authority and works largely on the enforcement
side. Regulation of mechanical defects falls under the
Public Service Commission, and Montana’s Rail Safety
program currently consists of two mechanical inspectors.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR RAIL
SAFETY IN MONTANA?

Local first responders would be joined by the involved
rail company’s hazardous materials cleanup contractors.
Locally controlled, regional assets can also respond
based on the local needs. Depending on the size or risks
of the derailment, the EPA and DEQ Emergency Response
Teams would join the local unified command team to help
stabilize the incident.

T h e  r a i l r o a d  c o m p a n y  i n v o l v e d  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  p a r t y  f o r  c l e a n u p  f o l l o w i n g  a  d e r a i l m e n t .  A n y

h a z m a t  s p i l l  o n  u n d e r  t r i b a l  c o n t r o l  i s  o v e r s e e n  b y  t h e  t r i b e  a n d  t h e  E P A .   T h e  E P A  h a s  a u t h o r i t y  o n  a l l

f e d e r a l  r a i l w a y s .   M T  D E Q  w o u l d  o v e r s e e  c l e a n u p  a n d  h o l d  t h e  r a i l r o a d  c o m p a n y  a c c o u n t a b l e  f o r

m e e t i n g  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  s t a n d a r d s  o n  a l l  n o n t r i b a l  l a n d s .  

 

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR HAZARDOUS CLEANUP?

E a c h  r a i l w a y  c o m p a n y  h a s  s p e c i f i c  e m e r g e n c y  p l a n s  a t  e a c h  t e r m i n a l ,  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  t h e i r  o w n  h a z m a t

t e a m s  a n d  r e s p o n s e  t r a i l e r s  w i t h  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  s u p p l i e s  f o r  d e r a i l m e n t s  a n d  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s .

T h e  L o c a l  E m e r g e n c y  P l a n n i n g  C o m m i t t e e s  ( L E P C s )  h a v e  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l  p l a n s  t o  i n c l u d e

p r o c e s s e s  s u c h  a s  a  n o t i f i c a t i o n  s y s t e m ,  r e s p o n s e  p r o c e d u r e s ,  a n d  e v a c u a t i o n  r o u t e s  a n d  p l a n s .

ARE MONTANA'S COMMUNITIES PREPARED FOR A CHEMICAL SPILL?

UNDERSTANDING RA I LWAY
HAZARDS  IN  MONTANA

Build an Emergency Supply Kit,
Make a Family Emergency Plan.
Read more: Hazardous Materials Ready.gov.

1.
2.
3.

  To report any hazardous spill, dial 9-1-1.

  Contact your local fire department to learn
  about volunteer opportunities.

HOW CAN I BE PREPARED AND
GET INVOLVED?

WHERE CAN I LEARN MORE?

Safety and Security | BNSF
Safety at MRL - Montana Rail Link
UP Safe Rail - Union Pacific
Railroads and Hazmat Safety |
Association of American Railroads

Visit the following websites to learn
more about railway safety:

Public learning opportunities exist
through MRL and UP.

https://www.ready.gov/build-a-kit
https://www.ready.gov/make-a-plan
https://www.ready.gov/make-a-plan
https://www.ready.gov/hazmat
https://www.ready.gov/hazmat
https://bnsf.com/in-the-community/safety-and-security/index.page
https://www.montanarail.com/safety/
https://www.up.com/aboutup/community/inside_track/safe-chemical-rail-it-230220.htm?agfc=insidetrack&agfm=HomePage&agfs=UP.com
https://www.aar.org/issue/freight-rail-hazmat-safety/

